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‘BADGE of COURAGE 


FROM ALAMEIN TO TRIPOL! IN GO DAYS! 
1300 MILES OF BURNING DESERT, OF 
ENEMY MINEFSELDS, BOOBY TRAPS, 
WRECKED ROADS AND BAD WEATHER. 
SUCH WAS THE AMAZING ADVANCE OF 
THE IMMORTAL BRITISH EIGHTH ARMY 
IN PURSUIT OF THE MIGHTY GERMAN 
AFRIKA KORPS. 











BY JANUARY 23R0.,1943, THE 
BATTLE- GRIMED BUT TRIUMPHANT 
ALLIED FIGHTING MEN WERE 
MARCHING INTO CAPTURED 
TRIPOL!, VITAL SUPPLY PORT. 


j 








a Badge Of Courage 


Chaptert. TROUBLE SPOT 


YET, AS ALWAYS ,!T WAS ONE 
THING TO CAPTURE A TOWN 
BUT ANOTHER TO MOP UP 
THE NESTS OF SNIPERS 
WHICH STILL INFESTED IT. 





‘AS 


CAMPAIGN, BUT THIS Wi 
INOT THE CLEAN OPEN WAR 
THE S. WASTES... 





Badge Of Courage 3 
THE SERGEANT STARED ACROSS THE Bl TOM CORDER’S HESITATION 
RUBBLE-STREWN STREET WITH INDECISION WAS NOT LOST ON THE BURLY 
IN HIS EYES. YET FEAR HAD NO PLACE IN 

HIS MAKE-UP. . . 3 : 












Sy COCKNEY PRIVATE, ALF 
“SNELL... 


: THEY'VE GO’ 
US TIED DOWN. . . \ 
AND THE LADS DEPEND 
: TO GET 


TOM CORDER HAD NEVER LIKED 
HIS CONTINUAL NIGGLING 
AUTHORITY. 


/ ME, SARGE 
«..) AIN’T IN 
CHARGE, AM I? 
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|THE INCESSANT WHINE AND SNAP OF J Mf ps 
THEIR TORMENTORS' BULLETS WAS [iE yo oS 1 
MAKING THE MEN EDGY. »--OR 

B r 7 : tia GET THOSE 








= PERISHING | 
“ JERRIES! 





ALL RIGHT,LADS 


- -- TAKE 'T EASY! 
STAY HERE...AND GIVE 
ME COVERING FIRE 
- 1 NEED IT. 





{SNATCHING UP SOME GRENADES, TOM CORDER SLIPPED FROM 
THE SEEING INTO THE BLINDING SUNLIGHT OF THE OPEN 
| STREE ge 


MAYBE THERE’S 
SOME CLEVER WAY 
OF SMOKING OUT 
THOSE NAZIS... BUT 
THIS IS THE ONLY 

WAY 1 KNOW. 








Badge Of Courage 
25 


“JHE PATCH OF COVER NEAREST TOTHE | 3 e 

SMIPER’S BUILDING WAS TWENTY YARDS 
AWAY. THE SERGEANT FLUNG HIMSELF = 
ACROSS THAT VULNERABLE OPEN SPACE. . 

= - coy 








FIRE AT 
THE  JERRIES 
+. -KEEP THEIR 
HEADS DOWN! 








THE N.C.O. DIVED INTO THE COVER OF THE 
DEBRIS MIRACULOUSLY UNHARMED BUT THE 
ENEMY’S FIRE MADE IT ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE 
TO HURL THE GRENADES ACCURATELY. 


lf THIS 
DOESN'T REACH, 
WE'VE HAD IT! 











Badge Of Courage 


IT DiD NOT.REACH. ..AND DESPITE THE ee 
SERGEANT'S PANTING EFFORTS, NEITHER DID [Bi 
THE REST OF HIS GRENADES. RAUCOUS CRIES 
OF DERISION GREETED THIS 





(THE ENGLANDER 
HAS THE STRENGTH 
OF A CHICKEN! 


ee 3 Z. ait 


PN 





Badge Of Courage 7 


THE TANK COMMANDER SWIFTLY PIN- FOUR. ..FIVE. . . SIX TIMES THE GRANT’S| 
POINTED THE SNIPERS. HIS 75 M.M. GUN ROARED, BRINGING. AN AVALANCHE 
GUN SWUNG MENACINGLY AT HIS OF DEBRIS CRASHING ABOUT THE 
DIRECTION! . .STEADIED. .. AND SNIPERS NEST. 


< 








a) 


SERGEANT TOM CORDER ROSE TO HIS FEET AS DUSTY 
FIGURES BEGAN. TO STRAGGLE THE WRECKED 
DING. a 
: ° (ee J 
“ 


IT WAS_A 


7 PLEASURE, SERGEANT 
. PLL MAKE YOU A 
PRESENT OF THE 

PRISONERS. 
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AS TOM CORDER MARCHED. HIS-MIXED PARTY. 
BACK TO THE COMMAND POST, HE COULD NOT 
HELP OVERHEARING THE SARDONIC REMARKS | 4537 
OF HiS MEN. . . Wega he 8 








THE SKIN OF 
. OUR TEETH! 


A FINE eS 
MESS, SERGEANT 
BLOOMIN' CORDER 
MADE OF IT. . .IF 
{iT HADN'T BEEN 
FOR THAT GRANT. .. 
| ee 








TOM MADE HiS REPORT TO HIS TROOP 
COMMANDER, CAPTAIN BICKNELL AND 
WENT ON TO UNBURDEN HIMSELF TO THE 
QUIET RESOLUTE OFFICER... 





! CAN USUALLY LOOK 

AFTER MYSELF, SIR. .. 

BUT WHEN THERE ARE 

OTHERS RELYING ON 

ME,! SEEM TO DRY 
UP OF IDEAS. ° 





SERGEANT... .THIE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF 
COMMAND CAN 
WEIGH HEAVILY.>.°.. 








Badge Of Courage 





NONE THE LESS,1 HAVE A \2 
HIGH REGARD FOR YOUR 
QUALITIES, CORDER. IN 
FACT, | THINK YOU'D 
MAKE GOOD OFFICER 
MATERIAL. 





ME, A COMMISSION, 
SIR? NO THANKS... 
1 RECKON | KNOW 

MY LIMITATIONS !. 


FOR A TIME SERGEANT TOM CORDER'S 
{DESTINY BECAME SUBMERGED IN THE 
RAGING TIDE OF BATTLE WHICH NOW 
CARRIED THE FIGHTING ALLIES BEYOND 
TRIPOLI AND INTO TUNISIA JTSELF. .. 
THE GERMANS! LAST FOOTHOLD IN 
NORTH AFRICA. 7 


BACK! BACK 
4 TO FORTIFIED 
Dy, POSITIONS! 


9 
NO MAN KNOWS HIS LIMIT 


UNTIL HE’S REALLY PUSHED, 
SERGEANT. 


1 WAS 

PUSHED ALL 

RIGHT TODAY, 
SIR! 





i 
CAPTAIN BICKNELL STRODE OFF, 


LEAVING THE SERGEANT LOOKING 
THOUGHTFULLY AFTER HIM. 








10 Badge Of Courage 
SNATCHING A BREATHER, THE 8TH. ARMY [Basta 
PLANNED ITS NEXT MOVE. . .THE CAPTURE | 

4OF THE ALL~IMPORTANT GABES GAP SOME § 
HUNDRED MILES AHEAD. 


HY BRIGADE BRIEFING —< 
At TEN-THIRTY SHARP. .. 
FULL MUSTER ALL 


N.C.0.5...RIGHT? ¢ 


iP] 





—— 





RIGHT. . . BUT 
DEVIL OF A FIGHT! 
E> ee VS 








Badge Of Courage 

THIS {S INTENDED TO BE A CRIPPLING 

PUNCH TO ROMMEL’S RIBS, GENTLEMEN 

...AND THIS BRIGADE HAS 

THE GOOD LUCK TO BE 

CALLED UPON TO DELIVER 
IT! NOW, LISTEN CAREFULLY. , - 





“AS YOU SEE, 
ANOTHER LEFT HOOK I$ PLANNED TO 
ATTACK THE ENEMY ON HIS FLANK. {T’LL 
MEAN A DEEP DETOUR INTO THE DESERT 
» + FIFTY. .. EIGHTY MILES... 


7 iS 
F EXCITEMENT, THE 
GIVE THE COMPLEX 
A FULL ARMOURED 
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(7: aan 
Chapter 2. ORDER of BATTLE 


eZ 


FOR TWO DAYS AND A NIGHT, THE STEEL = 
ARMADA GROUND ON,MEETING WITH NO SF 
OPPOSITION. ON THE SECOND NIGHT, 

WHILST THEY WERE 





CAPTAIN i THAT'S 
BICKNELL WANTS mareee ENOUGH 
TO SEE YOU, SARGE. . J 
WHAT HAVE YOU DONE 





TOM FOUND LIEUTENANT NASH, A YOUNG MAKE ’EM 
OFFICER WITH A NAME FOR DASHING RELIABLE MEN, 
DARE-DEVILRY, WITH CAPTAIN BICKNELL . SERGEANT... 


' 
MISTER NASH IS TAKING OUT A NONIEWU 2 
RECCE PARTY AT DAWN, SERGEANT. 
WILL. YOU LAY ON THREE TRUCKS 











Badge Of Courage 


IN THE COLD LIGHT OF. DAWN TRUSTE CORDER TO 

NEXT: MORNING, THE SERGEANT PICK ME, JUST 

HAD HIS PARTY LINED UP AND TRYING TO GET HIS 
OWN BACK / 


DISGRUNTLED PRIVATE SNELL. 


Bhp 


4 AW... 
E( STOP MOANING, J 


HERE’S 
CAPTAIN BICKNELL 
++ePARTY. .. SHUN! 





AFTER A FEW BRIEF. WORDS, CAPTAIN BICKNELL 
LED THE WAY IN A JEEP WITH LIEUTENANT 
NASH AT THE WHEEL . SOON THE SUN WAS 
CLIMBING INTO A GLARING BLUE SKY AND 
BLAZING DOWN UPON THEM . 


ENEMY 
COUNTRY NOW... 
EYES PEELED! / 





Badge Of Coutage 





DUST TRAILS! 
COMING OUR 
WAY, TOO! 


eet 


a 


AES 
1 any 
iC yy) 


JEEP AND TRUCKS WERE HASTILY DRIVEN 

INTO THE CONCEALMENT OF A HOLLOW 

AND ap iro STUDIED THE APPROACHING 
HCLES. 





Badge Of Courage 


SOON , THE SQUAT, UGLY SHAPES aa "3 ENEMY TANKS 

MATERIALISED OUT OF THE DUST, a IN FORCE... 

LEAVING CAPTAIN BICKNELL IN ea 
Way! 





THE oe SECOND THE CRASH OF A 
GUN SPUN HIM ROUND... 


° 


BY HEAVENS’ 


A JERRY SCOUT 
CAR! THEY'RE 





Badge Of Courage 


A SINGLE ENEMY ARMOURED 
CAR, MOVING IN UNSEEN 


IN AND GRAB 
SNTHIS GUN f 


TOM SCRAMBLED IN BEHIND THE MACHINE- 
SUN AND FOUND HIMSELF BORNE UP THE 
SLOPE IN A MAD WHIRLWIND CHARCE: ig 
HEARD NASH'S ROARED COMMAND. 





Badge Of Courage 


ACH, HIMMEL! 7 
IT 1S LIKE TRYING 

TO SHOOT A 

JUMPING BEAN! 





( 


dy 


\. 


TOM KNEW HIS GUN WAS ALL BUT. THE ENEMY GUN CEASED ITS VICIOUS 
WSELESS AGAINST THE ENEMY'S ARMOUR, ov 
Lt? Cae bchy bute SLICED THROUGH By GOLLY} 1 
E DRI 'S OBSERVATION SLIT.’ . BELIEVE YOU'VE 
} HIT SOMEONE, 
SERGEANT. 
WELL DONE! 





ANION 
AWE eZ 
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NASH THEN RACED PAST CAPTAIN BICKNELL WHO JUMP IN, 
TOOK A FLYING LEAP ABOARD. THE TRUCKS WERE SKIPPER! 
ALREADY ACCELERATING AWAY FROM THE SCENE. 





MISTER NASH 
_ WISH ‘| COULD rt 
QUICKLY AS THAT. 





oa 


Badge Of Courage 19 
TWO HOURS LATER, BICKNELL HAD GIVEN THE CAPTAINS PARTING WORDS WERE | 


HIS URGENT NEWS. BUT EVEN AMIDST THE SOMEWHAT BRIEF AND ENIGMATIC. 
ORDERLY CONFUSION OF AN ARMOURED 









HOPE YOU'RE LUCKY, 
SERGEANT! 


WON'T THINK ABOUT. A 
COMMISSION ? 


i 
R NASH,REALLY, 
‘: SIR.IF | COULD ONLY 
in} ae, COPE LIKE HIM... 
TOM’S VOICE TRAILED OFF IN RUEFUL 
TION OF THE QUALITIES 


Zz LL—L——__E= SOON THE FEVERISH ACTIVITY CEASED AND BRIGADIER 
LZ” E|_TS BULLER’S ARMOURED SQUADRONS WERE ROLLING FORWARD 
{WITH EVERY EYE STRAINING FOR SIGNS OF THE ENEMY 
4 4 = = = 


2: 
% 


SHOULDN'T BE 
LONG NOW, CHAPS! 











uu Badge Of Courage 
iN THE HEAT OF MIDDAY, FORWARD PATROLS MADE CONTACT WITH ENEMY ARMOUR, 


AN HOUR LATER, THE TWO MAIN FORCES MET IN ONE OF THE MOST SAVAGE © 
CLASHES SINCE THE SLAUGHTER AT ALAMEIN. y tty ep 


Tae 


RWARD! 













THE TANKS MANOEUVRED INTRICATELY LIKE 
VESSELS OF THE LINE, THEIR GUNS SENDING 


{SOLID SHOT STREAKING LOW ACROSS THE 
DESERT SAND INTO THE RANKS OF THEIR . 
LOPPONENTS. 3 > 
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AS THE BATTLE RAGED, !T SOON BECAME ie 





ICLEAR THAT THIS WAS A CRACK AFRIKA KORPS 
IPANZER BRIGADE, DISPLAYING ALL THE FIRE 
AND DASH FOR WHICH THOSE IRON-HARD 
VETERANS WERE FEARED. 

ta = . 





OT UNTIL THE BRITISH FORCE 
IAS TESTED TO ITS LIMITS, DID 
iE STUBBORN GERMANS BREAK 


‘OFF THE ACTION AND 
WITHDRAW SOUTHWARD . 
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MUCH AS HE DEARLY WISHED TO PURSUE, BRIGADIER BULLER WAS OBLIGED TO 
CALL A HALT UNTIL NEEDED SUPPLIES CAUGHT UP WITH THEM AND REPAIRS MADE. 
BUT HE HAD NO INTENTION OF SITTING IDLE... 











1T WAS ASA 
THAT TOM 


Badge Of Courage 


BICKNELL WAITED TILL HE HAD SPREAD BICKNELL NODDED GRIMLY.. . 
A SKETCH MAP 


EXACTLY. . IT'S MILES OF SALT 
$ MARSHES. ..QUICKSANDS... 


BARE SCRUB...-AND WE’VE 

GOT TO TRY AND 

FIND A TRACK 
ACROSS IT! 












JERIDA 
[/. GABES GAP IS BELT. ..A 


TO OUR RIGHT... MASS OF 
THE ENEMY HAS QUICKSANDS, 
GONE TO OUR LEFT . ISN'T IT? 
« « . AHEAD OF US 
1S THE JERIDA 

BELT... 


ONCE See poner POINTED TO 


, « «BECAUSE IF WE CAN FIND A 
MAP AND TOLD THEM OF THE TRACI 
IGADIER’: 


K ACROSS THE JERIDOA BELT FIRM 


2 > WE'LL 
CATCH THOSE PANZER 
BOYS ON THE OTHER 

wow!. 


7 


[HE THINKS 
THE ENEMY 
ARMOUR WILL ROUND 
THIS SOUTHERN TIP - 


IT’S QUITE 
A THOUGHT, 
SIR! 








SO IN THE CHILL LIGHT OF THE 
NEXT DAWN,SERGEANT CORDER E 
FOUND HIMSELF TRAVELLING IN [ 

+ « CAPTAIN 
BICKNELL IN THE PILOT JEEP, F 
TWO TRUCKS WITH SIXTEEN 
MEN AND LIEUTENANT NASH 
BRINGING UP THE REAR IN A 
SECOND 


EATH 


Yj 





AGAIN PRIVATE ALFRED SNELL /\BETTER THAN SWEATING 
+ «+A FACT WHICH HELD OUT 

LITTLE PROMISE OF PEACE 

FOR SEGEANT CORDER. 


LET’s HOPE OHNE 
YOU'RE 'AS KEEN 

ON ACTION : 
WHEN IT COMES, 

bh, SNELL. Pe 


YOU MEAN LIKE THAT 
TIME IN TRIPOL] GETTING 

BOGGED DOWN BY 
JERRY SNIPERS? _J 








Badge Of Courage 


‘IBY EARLY AFTERNOON, BICKNELL WAS LEADING THEM 
INTO THE JERIDA BELT, THAT IMMENSE AND FORBIDDING 
ISTRETCH OF WASTELAND, WHERE NOT EVEN THE ARABS 


DARE SET FOOT. 7—— 















ESPITE CAPTAIN BICKNELL'S EFFORTS, THE WE'VE BEEN TWO . 
MAPPING WAS A SLOW JOB DAYS DOING FOURTEEN 


Badge Of Courage 


THEN ON THE THIRD DAY THEY SAW LIEUTENANT NASH MAKING| 
VIGOROUS SIGNALS FROM A LITTLE WAY AHEAD AND BICKNELL 
AND TOM CORDER HURRIED TO JOIN THE YOUNG OFFICER... 





LOOK, 
JERRIES! JUST 
PAST THAT. 

BOULDER! 





LOOKS A 
FAIRLY SMALL 
PARTY, SIR. 


FORSAKEN SPOT? 


Badge Of Courage 


I(T WAS TOM CORDER WHO MADE THE STARTLING [eat 





SUGGESTION. . . @ { BET THEY’RE 
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BICKNELL’S. ATTACK WAS BOLD AND WELL~ CONCEIVED 
RUSHES UNDER METHODICAL COVERING FIRE. 


ACH, WE ARE, @ 
A iy. 


TTACKED 


BUT, IN THE EXCITEMENT, THE BRITISH 
FORGOT THAT NATURE HERSELF HAD 
STREWN THIS TERRAIN WITH HER 
OWN SINISTER WEAPON. . . 


« « - ADVANCING IN SHORT 








Badge Of Courage 

TO BICKNELL'S DISGUST, THIS BROKE UP THE CONFOUND IT, 
ATTACK AND ALLOWED THE ENEMY TO PULL WE'VE LOST 'EM, } 
QuT FAST. SERGEANT! 


THEY'VE LEFT 
\ SOMEONE BEHIND, 
SIR! 








t SO THAT AN 
CORDER,THESE JERRIES ENEMY FORCE 
a WERE BUSY MARKING COULD GET 
A ROUTE THROUGH ACROSS, SIR? 
X THIS AREA. 





J 
LGR. 
<= 


Fi 


THAT’S 4 
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Badge Of Courage 


REALISING HE MUST OVERTAKE THE FLEEING GERMANS BEFORE THEY GOT WORD 
BACK, BICKNELL ORDERED THE PURSUIT. HE SPLIT HIS FORCE INTO TWO PARTIES, TOM 
CORDER GOING WITH LIEUTENANT NASH . 
KEEP YOUR EYE ON 
MISTER NASH OR WE'LL 
RUN INTO ANOTHER 
OF THOSE DARNED 
QUICKSANDS. 











o- 





MMPATIENT THOUGH THEY were 

THE GOING WAS NECESSARIL 
UTIOUS AND SLOW. THEN, 

TO INCREASE THEIR 

i ani RAHON, SANDSTORM: 


MAYBE IT'S 

BAD LUCK 

FOR JERRY, 
TOO, SIR. 


CAN'T SEE A 2 
YARD AHEAD. WHAT Je=== 
FOUL LUCK! ZEEE 





TOP TH 
JEEP! THERE THEY 
ARE AHEAD. . .THE 

RRY 


er 
L 
or. 


as 
eg 7 
a 
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THE IMPETUOUS NASH MAY HAVE WE'LL HIT 'EM 
HEARD SNELL'’S MUTTERED COMMENT BEFORE THEY KNOW 
OR, HE MAY NOT, BUT HE CERTAINLY WHAT'S WHAT! 
BRUSHED TOM CORDER’S CAUTIOUS [ ee 

ADVICE ASIDE . 


NO TIME FOR THAT, 
SERGEANT. FOLLOW ME! 








TOM CORDER SHRUGGED AND SCRAMBLED BACK BESIDE]: ACHTUNG... 
iS DRIVER AND THE MAD RUSH WAS ON.HE SAW NASH'S ENGLANDERS! | 
JEEP ROCKING WILDLY AS IT RACED OVER THE ROUGH y 








Badge Of Courage 
THERE WAS A DISTANT CRACK OF RIFLE -FIRE 4 : 
AND ALMOST INSTANTLY, NASH'S JEEP LURCHED PR: 


MORE WILDLY THAN EVER... Amy 





NASH'S DRIVER WAS HIT AND THE 
VEHICLE SLEWED OUT OF CONTROL 
INTO THE TREACHEROUS QUICKSAND... 
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DEFIANT, THE TOMMY GUN BLAZING 


O OFFIC) 
AN ACCURATE GERMAN VOLLEY. 
‘TOM'S VOICE CRACKED IN HORROR. 


SICK AT HEART, Sereenltl ‘ 
TRUCK TO A SLITHERING 





Badge Of Courage 


‘SNELL AND THE DRIVER WERE TRAPPED 2 

IN THE CLOYING QUICKSAND. AND THEY 

YELLED IN PANIC TO BE SAVED FROM (ZZ 
A FRIGHTFUL DEATH. ZA 





Badge Of Courage 


mi Saat NIGHTMARE MOMENT, § 
MTOM CORDER KNEW AGAIN THE ! 
BITTER ANGUISH OF INDECISION. { 


HIS MIND GROPED FRANTICALLY FOR A SOLUTION TO 
THE SEEMINGLY IMPOSSIBLE SITUATION. . .THE SLIGHTEST 
MOVEMENT OUT OF COVER WOULD BRING A FATAL 
BURST OF FIRE FROM THE ENEMY: 
YOU'VE GOT TO Ty 7 ° 
SAVE THOSE POOR 
PERISHERS, SARGE! 
wi 


QUIET FOR 
( PETE'S SAKE... 
E THINK... 





THE RESOURCEFUL NASH 
HAD GONE,AND WITH HiM 
HAD GONE THE COMFORTING 
FEEL OF AUTHORITY. 

THE SERGEANT WAS ON 








Badge Of Courage 7 
NE HAD REJECTED ONE Fae ’ > Gz 


THANK HEAVENS! 
CAPTAIN. BICKNELL'S 
PARTY! j 





THE OFFICER'S MEN HAD BEEN DRAWN 
THERE BY THE SOUND OF FIGHTING AND , 
TO TOM'S INFINITE Pe cae POURED .” 
eerie AFTER Lage INTO A 


iCKING ENEMY. 
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THE INITIATIVE REGAINED, SERGEANT CCRDER 
LED HIS MEN IN A COMBINED CHARGE WITH GET 
CAPTAIN BICKNELL’S. INTO EM! 








TWO OF YOU, 
SEE TO SNELL 
AND THE OTHER 
BLOKE! THE REST, 

FOLLOW ME! 
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CRUMBLING UNDER THIS DETERMINED 
ATTACK THE GERMANS. WERE OVERWHELMED. 
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Chapter «. DESERT TORMENT 


MEANWHILE, OTHERS HAD RECOVERED THE BODY Gat 
OF THE GALLANT NASH AND WERE RESCUING > 
THE TRAPPED PAIR. PRIVATE SNELL’S FRIGHT KAD 

BY THIS TIME TURNED TO A SNARLING FURY. 














THE MOMENT THE FURIOUS SNELL YOU JUST HID 

WAS ON FIRM GROUND, HE TURNED l= BACK THERE TO 

ON TOM CORDER WITH FIERCE WATCH US DIE, 
DIDN'T YOU, SARGE ? 


an) 
A 


BICKNELL LOOKED SHARPLY FROM ONE 
[BLAZING PAIR OF EYES TO THE OTHER. 
HHE SENSED SOMETHING BADLY WRONG 
HBETWEEN THESE TWO. 
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ALL SWUNG ROUND AS TREY HEARD A TRUCK ATER HIM, 
ENGINE SNARL INTO LIFE .ONE OF THE. SERGEANT! GET 
GERMANS, SHAMMING DEAD HAD TRICKED HIM. ..DEAD 
THEM . - OR ALIVE! 








SHRUGGING OFF HIS ANGER AT SNELL'S ACCUSATION, 
TOM CORDER RACED FOR THE JEEP. ONE MAN, UM WITH 
PRIVATE SMITH, LEAPT ABOARD BEHIND HIM. . . YOU, SARGE! 
+ TA ArT eg GRAB HOLD... 
f ‘ WE'RE GOING 

TO MOVE! 
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THEY HAD NOT GONE FAR BEFORE 
TOM MADE A DISCOVERY. .. 


A STAKES. . .MARKING 
hb. JERRY'S TRAIL 


Pp aa 


THEN, ROUNDING THE NEXT CORNER AT TOP 


THE ENEMY HAD MAPPED THE 
ROUTE ACROSS THE BELT OP 
QUICKSANDS. 


> . 
SPEED, TOM HAD TO WRENCH MADLY AT THE 7 


WHEEL TO SAVE A POINT-BLANK COLLISION .| 7 
; z 





SY 


=< Sr 
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FROM THE NEARBY ROCKS CAME 
THE VICIOUS CRACK OF A RIFLE... 











JSHOT AFTER SHOT FROM THE HIDDEN SNIPER RATTLED ABOUT THE JEEP. THERE 
S$ A MOMENTARY PAUSE. ..AND TOM SPRANG TO THE LEWIS GUN. 


iM 





H ONE SAVAGE BURST, gem LSeeenas 
we eteen bes Ce 
PRIVATE SMITH» « Wrz vag 


44 





Badge Of Courage 
BUT THE ECHOES HAD BARELY DIED, WHEN A SUDDEN 
BURST OF GUNFIRE KICKED UP THE SAND AT TOM’S 
FEET. A GUTTURAL COMMAND RANG OUT. . . 

SURRENDER, 
ENGLANDER... 





SO, THERE 
ARE ENGLANDER 
TROOPS NEAR! 


WHAT ARE THEY 
DOING HERE? 
ANSWER UP! 


TOM REMAINED. STUBBORNLY 
DUMB, HIS MIND STRIVING TO COPE 
WITH THIS SHOCK SITUATION. 
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IOUT OF THE CORNER OF HIS EYE, HE NOTICED THE GERMANS SEARCHING FEVERISHLY 
HNSIDE THE VEHICLES AND HIS GAZE SWUNG BACK TO THE OFFICER’S FACE, TAKING 
IN HIS CRACKED AND BLEEDING LIPS . 

we: 


BY THUNDER! 
| BELIEVE THESE 


=] OF THEM ARE 
see DESPERATELY! = THERE? SPEAK, } 


YOU VERMIN! 





NOTHING AWAY. ON THE OTHER HAND,THE FLASHES ON THE 
GERMANS! TUNICS TOLD-HIM A GREAT DEAL. BELONG TO 
THAT PANZER 
/_ WE WILL TRACE BUNCH WE 
( THIS ENGLANDER'S TyRE |} AND TAKE BEAT UP. 
MARKS BACK TO THEIR WATER, j 
HIS CAMP. ‘ 


DESPITE ILL-HUMOURED CUFFING AND KICKING, TOM GAVE 
THESE BIRDS 


IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT 
;|DEFEATED REMNANTS HAD 
SOUGHT A WAY BACK ACROSS: 
= |THIS DREAD NO-MAN’S__ | 
2 DESERT. « -AND FAILED. 
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THE THIRST- PLAGUED GERMANS DRAGGED TOM ABOARD ONE OF THE 


LIGHT TANKS AND ‘CAUTIOUSLY RETRACED Hi 
BRITISH SERGEANT TRIED TO HIDE HIS 
ANXIETY AS THEY NEARED THE SPOT 
WHERE HE HAD LEFT THE OTHERS. 


g 





PRESENTLY A SCOUT 
ICAME. RUNNING BACK... 
AND TOM’S HEART SANK. 


THE ENGLANDERS 
JUST : 
AD! 


“HOW MANY, 
DOLT! 


AHE, 





S WHEEL MARKS. THE 


BS 


cs POSTED LOOKOUTS, 
THIS L&T WILL CATCH 










WITH THE CUNNING OF A DESPERATE | 
ANIMAL, THE LEADER MADE HiS PLAN OF 
ATTACK. A FEVERISH LIGHT BURNED IN 
THOSE STONE-HARD EYES, RED-RIMMED 
AND CAKED WITH FINE SAND. 














= SCHULTZ AND i 
WILL CIRCLE ROUND AND CU 
OFF THE ENGLANDERS’ ESCAPE. 
HORSTMANN WILL STAY THIS SIDE AND 
WAIT-FOR A RED FLARE FROM ME. 
IN TEN MINUTES WE 


SHALL HAVE WATER... 
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BUT THE MUFFLED SEAT OF THE TANK ENGINE MUST HAVE REACHED \ 


THE EARS OF THE BRITISH PARTY. A SUDDEN SHOT RANG OUT AND \ \ 
THE GERMAN LEADER'S TANK JOLTED TOA STANDSTILL... x \\ 
WN \\ 


Le GF  AIMMEL! 
Yi WE ARE \ 
/ g> vDiscoverep! £ 

oe Gj Wy 
Caste CX } 








f 





‘OM CORDER IMMEDIATELY SEIZED 
HIS OPPORTUNITY TO ESCAPE. 


TAKE 
OVER, SIR? 
= WHY... 
mA YES,SIR. 
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‘CAPTAIN BICKNELL | HY PP THis is 15. 
SLUMPED BACK \ Hy, P THE WAY THE CAPTAIN 
UNCONSCIOUS. . . - ASAID AT MIGHT. BE. . .1’M 
YO REALLY on My own 
THIS TIME ! ‘ y yy 





Sk 
a SUT ONCE MORE IT WAS 
ARNOT ANY PERSONAL FEAR 
W THAT BEGAN TO WORRY 
HIM, ONLY AN ANXIETY 
FOR THE LIVES OF THOSE 

+ UNDER HIS CHARGE . 





LEAVING THE OFFICER IN THE CARE OF THE MEDICAL CORPORAL, | =,,’ 
| TOM SLIPPED FORWARD TO THE MEN.HE FOUND PRIVATE SNELL 
}CROUCHED OVER THE SSHTS OF Mica ANTI: TANK RIFLE . 


THAT'S POLISHED OFF C3 
ONE OF THE JERRY'S. IF i CAN 
GET ME SIGHTS ON THE OTHER 
PERISHER, IT’ WON'T MATTER 
WHAT STUPID (DEAS SERGEANT , 
BLOOMIN’ CORDER'S GOT. & 
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f TOM CORDER IGNORED THE SARCASTIC |[- S¥TEGCo 
}COMMENT OF THE SURLY PRIVATE - 


THERE ARE TWO MORE 
JERRIES , SNELL. ..AND ONE 
OF ’EM’S BEHIND US. WE’LL 
NEEO MORE THAN ONE 
ANTI-TANK RIFLE TO t 
CRACK BOTH OF ’EM 








| TOM TRIED TO GAUGE THE ENEMY’S NEXT MOVE] i({ 
'BY IMAGINING THEIR FEELINGS. HIS GUESS WAS 
|SO ACCURATE THAT HE MIGHT HAVE BEEN 

LISTENING CLOSE BY. 


WAS TOO gah ULlicy 
T COUL! 
ere IMMOBILISE US. 











BUT WE 
MUST HAVE 
N. WATER... / 
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7 = 








TOM SUDDENLY REALISED HE HELD THE KEY GS IT WON'T BE 
TO THE SEEMINGLY INSOLUBLE PROBLEM. . . 3/1 BULLETS THAT'LL 
Za( DECIDE THIS... [T 


HE KNEW THAT THERE WAS ENOUGH WATER FOR THEM TO 
WITHSTAND A SIEGE BY THE PARCHED ENEMY. BUT SOMEHOW 
HE HAD TO FIND A BETTER DEFENSIVE POSITION. HIS GAZE 
RESTED ON THE NEARBY SAND BASIN,ITS SUN-BAKED 
SURFACE SO DECEIVINGLY FIRM... 


= 


\F ONLY WE COULD GET Wis Se x 


ACROSS THAT DODGY STRIP, THOSE a = a 2 4 
B. TANKS WOULDN’T DARE FOLLOW. dp 2=-1TOM FANCIED HE COULD MAKE OUT A 
A THEN WE COULD HOLD OUT TILL as WINDING TRACK. . .MAYBE FIRM 
bh JERRY PACKED IT IN. rie: @~1ENOUGH TO TAKE A MAN’S WEIGHT... . 
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THEN THE HARSH NATURE OF THOSE. DESOLATE WASTES CAME TO THE P27 
SERGEANTS AID. THE STEADILY RISING WIND BROUGHT ANOTHER g 
SANDSTORM ,.. A BLINDING s 









WHAT'S 
THE IDEA, 
SARGE P 


SUDDENLY TOM FELT A SURGING SENSE OF 
MASTERY. THIS TIMB HE KNEW WHAT HE - 

- TO DO. A NSW SHARP AUTHORITY 
SOUNDED IN HIS VOICE... 





APTAIN BICKNELL - AND 
FOLLOW ME! . = 





A. 


\ 





LAIN 
‘DE 


ic 


NOR ME... 


uST PI 
su 
CK G/VES 


rs 
& 
4% 
yS 
z 
R 


TRA 
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THE PUZZLED MEN FOLLOWED CORDER UNTIL THEY 
\ 


REACHED THE EDGE OF THE STRIP OF QUICKSANI 
A 


IT 


WITH 
WRACKING _ 


TOM 


fr 
4 
wi 
14 
fu} 
> 
ie 
a 


© 
Py 
ots 
wu 
wo? 
uy 
Thin 
boy 
¥ 
Ye 
fe} 


zi 


DI 


f 


/ THE 
IT 


MAN WHO TURNS 
(4L SHOOT 


SAND BELIEVE ME, 
INTO HIS HANDS. 


RE CROSSING 


Now 


| MEAN 
IN _GRUDGING OBEDIENCE THE 


MEN FOLLOWED HIM. 
TOOK HIS OWN AND THEIR: 


EVERY SLOW STEP 


Z 
i 
F 
é 


WAS A NERVE- 


vou 
IToee 
FIRST 
LIVES 
GAMBLE. 


BACK, 
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Chapters. Fi Foous GRAVE 


| (T TOOK THEM AN HOUR To COVER 

| THE THOUSAND YARDS TO TOM’S 

OBJECTIVE... A ROCKY KNOLL To THE BLINO 
[THAT STOOD LIKE AN ‘ISLAND IN : SIDE... WE'LL 
[THIS _@UICKSAND SEA. MAKE CAMB 


HE KNOWS 
WHAT _HE’S 
DOING » 


| WHEN THE SANDSTORM LIFTED IT WAS ALMOST DARK. SUT 
|} THEY COULD JUST SBE THE CISTANT. FIGURES me JHB ENEMY 
RANSACKING THE “TRUCK 's s+ 





THEY’RE 
LOOKING FOR) 
WATER 





GOING To “pay 
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THAT NIGHT, CAPTAIN BICKNELL SEEMED TO 
REVIVE A LITTLE. TOM_ BRIEFLY EXEL AINED 
HIS _ MOVE AND WAS REWARDED WITH A 
QUIET SIE 





SAW_THE 


MORNING - Ba STILL THERE. THE PITILESS SUN CLIMBED 
ONCE MORE, Tom sTUbIED THEIR MOVEMENTS 


INTENTLY. 
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LY 





A FEW MINUTES LATER 
TOM STARTLED EVERYONE 
peli tae A piNeee EAR- 


THEN, SATISFIED THAT HE HAD ATTRACTED THE ENEMY'S ATTENTION, 
TOM 'CALLED THE MEN INTO FULL VIEW OF THE STARING GERMANS 
HE BRANDISHED A WATER CAN.«s < 
y “OKAY, BOYS... LINE UP 
FOR A NICE COOLING 
; DRINK / 


IF OLD 
JERRY SPOTS 
THIS LARK... 


aes 


“DRIVE HIM 
\ CRACKERS A 
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ToNcE AGAIN TOM WLIPPED UP HIS GLASSES. HE SAW THE GERMANS 
BRING TOWARDS THEM AND ARSUING - FINALLY, THEY DID 


Ts 
SOMET: KING ABOUT 














GREAT! 
THE SIGHT OF 


THAT WATER HAS 


GOADED THEM INTO 
ATTACKING US. THEY/LL 
NEVER MAKE IT/ 





IMBECILE ... 





BY THEIR PAINFULLY 

SLOW PROGRESS, TOM SND A BE CAREFUL / 
THE REST COULD GUESS f LEFT... LEFT... 
THE HORROR WHICH ESCH FG Z NOW RIGHT / 
YARD D FOR THE <ent 
VENGEFUL GERMANS. 


PLAINLY THEY WER 
TRYING TO FOLLOW 7 
FOOTMARKS LEFT 
THE BRITISHERS. 
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BS THE FATEFUL CROSSING WENT ON, 
THE ENEMY OPENED FIRE, HOPING 
TO KEEP DOWN THE HEADS OF THE 
















SERGEANT TOM CORDER ESRD THE a) IND LATER, HE GAVE & 
SCREAMING RICOCHETS CF THE INSTERNATION... 
ENEMY‘S SAVAGE FIRE AND RR 

R ONLY ANTI-TANK 


TS JAMMED! 
THE GUNS 
YOAMMED ! 








IN THAT CRITICAL MOMENT T 
NE ERFECTIV WEAPON BECA 
USELES' 
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\TOM FUMED IN IMPOTENT FURY. THEN QUITE UNEXPECTEDLY, 
T PRIVATE SI WITH A SYMPATHETIC 3 fe 
ME SSE \ \ Vey YY YP WARD Luck, “@ 
S ENS Ae i} Yi ssrcz/ WHAT 
: 7 ABOUT ‘GIVING 
THE PERISHERS A 
FEW ROUNDS OF 
RAPID FIRED 





TOM SPRANG TO HIS FEET. HIS YELLED 
COMMAND BECAME LOST IN THE SUDDEN 
CRASH OF SRITISH RIFLES. 
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PUNY AS THEIR BULLETS WERE AGAINST ARMOUR PLATING, THE | 
SUDDEN FIERCE FIRE HAD THE EFFECT TOM HOPED FOR... THE STARTLED 
IN & SECOND THE STSEL-CLAD MONSTER | 


LEADING DRIVER LOST CONTROL. }! 
WAS LURCHING WILDLY IN THE GRIP OF THE QUICKSAND. 





UNNERVED BY THEIR COMPANION’S A MOMENT LATER THE HARD- 
FATE, THE SECOND GERMAN PRESSED DEFENDERS WERE STARING 
i CREW REDOUBLED THE FURY v .OF OUT WITH DELIGHTED EXPRESSIONS. 
THEIR FIRE. TO THEIR: EARS CAME THE HARSH 
A ji ,}| BUT WELCOME CRACKLE OF 


LUMME NICKERS MACHINE-GUNS, 


THAT’/S MADE 
JERRY MAD/ 














COMPLETELY DEMORALISED,| NS i . STOP / 
THE ENEMY FRANTICALLY AQ “ STOP/ WE 
WAVED A WHITE FLAG. . ? SURRENDERS 
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THERE WAS A CHEERY REUNION 
WITH THE BRITISH NEWCOMERS. 









—— 
GUESSING AT THE BRIGADIER'S SiERY 
IMPATIENCE, TOM _ RACED BACK TO 
Fame \7 HEADQUARTERS, THE BIG MAN 

THIS IS GREAT. WoWE HEARD HEARD HIS STORY WITH CLOSE 
HOW DID YOU THE SHOOTING, INTEREST. THEN HE YAD A GRUFF 

‘ QUESTION. 


THINK THEY 
THE JE 


7E JES 





LONG TIME, NO 
\ SEE. THE OLD MAN 
. GOT WORRIED. 


THEN YOU'RE GOING 
To SHOW US THE WAY, 
SERGEANT. 











MEANWHILE TOM'S GALLANT PARTY ‘“NERE BROUGHT BACK AND 
CAPTAIN BICKNELL TAKEN CARE QF. PRESENTLY 4 STEEL LINE OF BRITISH 
ARMOURED MIGHT STRUCK OUT ACROSS THE JERIDA SELT. 














ST! 


Se Stet 
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AT THE SAME TIME, THE RECENTLY MAULED. PANZER. BRIGADE HAD 
ACTED AS EXPECTED... THEY -HAD ROUNDED THE SOUTHERN TIP OF THE 
JERIDA BELT AND WERE NOW POUNDING NORTH. 


= 
WE GAVE Z 
THOSE FLAT- 
FOOTED ENGLANDERS 
THE SLIP, JA / 








JUST FIVE MILES TO THB NORTH, SERGEANT TOM CORDER 
HIS HOUR OF TRIUMPH. THE GER 


ALL SAFELY ACROSS THE BEL AND NOW CAME THE SHOWDOWN / 


ENEMY Wer as 
APPROACHING, 3 


GENTLEMEN ... 
STAY “HIDDEN TILL 
THE LAST MOMENT... 
THEN LET ‘EM 
HAVE (7 
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THE GERMANS ROLLED ON 
ALL UNSUSPECTING, MINUTES 
LATER, THE FIRST BLOW OF 
THAT FEARFUL BATTLE 
CRASHED HOME .-- 











SHOCKED AND DAZED, THE ONCE ELITE PANZER BRIGADE, HARD~ 
BITTEN DESERT VETERANS TO A MAN, BEGAN MILLING AROUND JIN A 
PANIC~ = DUS Leow OF UTTER DEFEATS . 


EVERYWHERE THEY TURNED, BRITISH 
GUNS BLASTED THEM BACK INTO 
THE SEETHING HOLOCAUST. THIS 
TIME THERE “WAS NO ESCAPE. 
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FEROCIOUS UPROAR CEASED. WATCHING SORRY 
EMY PASS INTO CAPTIVITY, TOM HEARD HID 
APTAIN BICK? MUCH RECO RED, 


CHANGED YOUR 
MIND ABOUT THAT 
COMMISSION, 
SERGEANT 2 


OF = 
ORDER HAD FOUND 
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acy OF pictorial weal 


ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS ...ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 108.—THE KILLING GROUND No. III.—THE RED DUSTER 


The tough infantry company won the No unarmed merchant ship could face 
village in fair combat—to their costand the menace of the U-boats alone—and 
their shame. survive. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 109—CLAWS OF THE TIGER 
Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
September 4th, are :— 


No. 112,—CEILING ZERO No. 1!4.—CRY DEFIANCE ! 
No. 113.—ATTACK ! No. 115.—THE RANKS OF THE 
DAMNED 
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2 3) \ & Stamp Collection 


ALL ONLY w WORTH 5/6 


1. LARGE ILLUSTRATED STAMP ALBUM. Spaces for thousands of 
stamps from all over the world. Interesting “extras” include coloured repro- 
ductions of great rarities; photos of famous collectors. Better than albums sold 
for 2/- to 3/6 everywhere. 

2. IMPORTED COLLECTION OF STAMPS. Exciting issues! FIRST 
SPACEMAN STAMP. MONACO — Grace Kelly Wedding. FRENCH 
ANTARCTICA — Fantastic new country. RED CHINA — Liberation Imperforate. 
ESTONIA—Nazi Occupation. GREECE—Earthquake. SPAIN—Hungarian Revolt 
NAZI—Military Airmail. Dozens of other fascinating and unusual stamps from 
all over the world, Totals 58 different stamps — enough tor an interesting start 
to this great hobby. 

3. PLANET MAIL SHEET AND BOY SCOUT JAMBOREE SHEET. 
2 smashing souvenirs (not stamps) that will be the prizes of your collection! 
ALL 3 LOTS—REGULAR VALUE 5/6—YOURS FOR JUST 1/- TO INTRODUCE OUR 
BARGAIN APPROVALS. (APPROVALS ARE STAMPS SENT TO YOU FOR FREE 
INSPEGTION. BUY WHAT YOU WANT. RETURN THE REST IN 14 DAYS.) 


SEND 1/- TODAY. ASK FOR LOT P2. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 


ee ee ee ee ee 
| enclose 1/-. Rush me the Lot P2 Stamp Album SEND COUPON TODAY TO: 


tie kit ialalaeall BHCALWAY 
RAME APPROVALS, 


PORE RR sas ae 50. DENMARK HILL. 
LONDON.S.E.5 





